KERR MACKIE
PRIMARY SCHOOL
26th April 2013

NEWSLETTER

Dear Parent/Carer,
I hope many of you have had a chance to view our new website. We are currently adding
photographs and information to the Year group pages, including Year 2’s ‘Go- Kart Grand Prix’
th
which was held in the school playground on Wednesday 24 April. It was lovely to see how many
parents, grandparents etc came to cheer on their child. All the children had a wonderful time, and
developed their learning skills whilst covering this project. I would particularly like to thank the
parents and staff who gave up their time to help the children make their go-karts or donated
materials to make them with. Here are just a few comments the parents made:
“Totally awesome, loved it.”
“Great event, really nice to see such a fun competition.”
“Excellent – see you at the F1 next year.”
“Another fantastic event. Kerr Mackie is second to none, first to everything.”
“A really fantastic event – a lot of hard work culminating in a great afternoon for the children, staff
and parents. Thank you.”
“Once again brilliant to see the different areas of learning brought together seamlessly! The
children were obviously so engaged and proud.”
If you have any comments to make about our new website please pass them onto myself or the
office staff.
INFORMATION
ATTENDANCE
th
th
The attendance for the period 18 March to 29 March for the classes is as follows:
Elm
88.7%
Rowan
95%
Willow
90.4%
Cedar
93.5%
Oak
92.7%
Lime
96.3%
Sycamore
91%
Larch
91.4%
Maple
95%
Lilac
97.6%
Spruce
90.7%
Holly
93.5%
Alder
93.7%
Cherry
93.4%
These attendance figures are down on the previous months and we hope to see a significant
improvement for the rest of the school year. If your child is slightly unwell but improves over the
morning then they should be brought into school for the afternoon lessons. Also, if your child needs
medication but is otherwise well enough to attend then please see the office to make arrangements
for staff to administer their medicine.
EASTER RAFFLE
Thank you to everyone who bought a raffle ticket for the Easter prize. We raised £110.00 which
has been credited to the school fund. The winner of the 3 Easter chicks and the chocolate egg was
Caden Smith in Year 5.
PUPIL SIGN IN SYSTEM
We have noticed that some entries on the computer sign in system are not being fully completed. If
your child arrives late or goes home early please ensure that you enter the child’s full name, class
and if appropriate choose their school dinner option on the screen. Thank you.
LOST PROPERTY
Once again we have a huge amount of unclaimed lost property in the parent’s room. Items that
have not been claimed by Friday 3 May will be sorted through and any suitable pieces of uniform
will be washed ready to sell in the future. All other items will be disposed of.
BREAKFAST CLUB
We still have a few places available for our breakfast club. If you are interested please speak to
Mrs Cambridge or Mrs Lal in the parent’s room.
DENTIST
A local dental practice has asked us to let you know that they are taking on new NHS
patients, and they are focusing particularly on children who do not currently visit the dentist.
Their details are:
Perfect smile clinic
Tel: 0113 2486777
252 Easterly Road
Leeds LS8 3HX

CURRICULUM
YEAR 1
“On Monday a small group of Year 1 went to visit Oakwood Library. First we walked to the library
along the windy pavement. Next we sat down and listened to the librarian. After that we asked the
librarian some questions about his job and the library. We also had a look around the library and
took some photographs. Finally we walked back to school.” Written by Will, Amaan, Megan,
Hamza, Varda and Hashim A in Year 1.
YEAR 2
th
“On Wednesday 24 April at 2pm our parents and carers came with the year one children to watch
st
nd
us race the go-karts that we had built. We had 10 races in total. 1 place won a gold medal, 2
rd
place won a silver medal and 3 place won a bronze medal. All the year two children had lots of
fun and the year one children and our parents/carers enjoyed themselves. We have really enjoyed
making the go-karts and would like to thank Mr Pemberton, Mr Maqsood Shah, Mr Edmonds
(Grace’s dad) and Mr Selfridge (Martha’s dad) for helping us make the go-karts.” Written by
Madeleine Bright, Maple class.
PSA NEWS
FUN RUN
You should have received your family application for the Roundhay Schools’ Run or Fun.
This takes place on the morning of Saturday 8 June at Roundhay Park and is a wonderful
family event for all ages. Please do get involved and return your completed application form
to the school office, with your entry fee, by Friday 3 May. If you don’t want to run, why not
volunteer as a marshal to support and see the children safely round the course? Any
questions about the Run for Fun – please speak to Louisa Riches or Michael Allen.
SUMMER FAIR - SATURDAY 29TH JUNE 2013, 11AM - 3PM
We are now planning the Summer Fair, which this year will be held on a Saturday. Please
put the date in your diary and keep it free!
The fair promises to be a fun and exciting event for all the family to enjoy but, as always, we
need your help! If you would like to get involved in the planning stage, the next PSA
meeting will be taking place in school at 9:00am on Wednesday 8th May. Please do
come along and share ideas, everyone is always welcome.
Alternatively, if you can't make the meeting but still wish to lend a hand or have your say,
please leave your name and phone number on the volunteer sign-up sheets that are posted
on the PSA noticeboard in the office reception area and someone from the PSA will contact
you. If you have any suggestions for the fair or if there is anything in particular you would
like to help with (for example, cooking Asian food; helping on the barbecue or with the
raffle; face painting or mehndi), or if you would simply be willing to help out on a stall on the
day, then please also leave details. We would love to hear from you.
Amongst the many ongoing projects that the PSA is supporting in school is the purchase of
new maths software, iPads for the classrooms and a new kitchen in the Parents' Room for
use by the children. It is hoped that all these things will be in place by September 2013.
Therefore, please help us to finance these projects by giving generously of your time and
ensuring that the fair is a huge success. Thank you.
YEAR GROUP REPRESENTATIVES
We are still looking for volunteers to become the PSA year group representatives for
nursery and year 3. The role is essentially to provide a direct link between each year group
and the PSA, so that the PSA is easily accessible to everyone. More information can be
found on the school website. If you think this could be for you, please contact Rachel
Wilson via the office.
EASY FUNDRAISING
Easy Fundraising is an organisation that helps charities, schools and other good causes to
raise money when their supporters shop online. It is similar to a loyalty scheme, but you
raise donations for the school rather than earning points for yourself. Thousands of wellknown stores participate in the scheme, making it easy to raise extra funds for the school
every time you shop!
The PSA would therefore like to subscribe to this fundraising opportunity and is looking for
a volunteer to set it up. Thereafter, it simply requires parents/carers, family and friends to
register with the site to get started. If you would like to set this up on behalf of the school,
please speak to a member of the PSA (details on the school website) or leave a message
for Rachel Wilson at the office. More information on Easy Fundraising can be found online
at easyfundraising.org.uk.

SCHOOL WEBSITE
Now that the new website is up and running, please take a few moments to read the PSA
section (for which there is a link under the heading "Join In"). You will find information on
past and future planned events, projects that the PSA has helped fund in the past, details of
how the money raised at events is currently being spent and how you can become more
involved in school life, generally. We would appreciate your feedback so let us know what
you think!
Rachel Wilson, PSA Chair
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY – SUMMER TERM
th
Tuesday 30 April
Reception visit to Tropical World
st
nd
Wednesday 1 & Thursday 2 May
Nursery parent consultations
th
Monday 6 May
Bank holiday – school closed today
th
Wednesday 8 May 9am
PSA meeting
th
w/c Monday 13 May
SATS week
th
Monday 20 May
Holly class at Allerton Grange, CLC
st
Tuesday 21 May
Cherry class at Allerton Grange, CLC
th
th
Friday 24 May
School closes tonight until Tuesday 4 June
th
rd
Tuesday 4 June
School opens (Monday 3 June is a
training day)
th
th
Wednesday 5 June – Friday 7 June
Holly class go on residential
th
Saturday 8 June
Roundhay schools fun run
th
th
Wednesday 12 June – Friday 14 June Cherry class go on residential
th
Saturday 15 June
Inter-primary school football competition at Roundhay
th
Monday 17 June 2.45-3.15pm
Guitar pupils performance to their parents
th
Tuesday 18 June
Reception visit to Scarborough Sealife Centre
th
Thursday 20 June
Year 2 to Scarborough North Bay
th
Thursday 20 June 6pm
Open evening for parents of Sept 2013 reception pupils
th
Tuesday 25 June
Year 4 visit to Doncaster Safari Park
th
Saturday 29 June 11am – 3pm
PSA Summer Fair
rd
Monday 3 July
Year 5 visit to High School for DT
th
Monday 8 July
Year 6 leavers disco
th
Tuesday 9 July
Sports day – to be confirmed
th
Wednesday 10 July
Sports day – to be confirmed
th
Friday 12 July
Reports home to parents
rd
rd
Tuesday 23 July
School closes tonight until 3 September

