KERR MACKIE
PRIMARY SCHOOL
8th October 2013

Dear Parent/Carer,

NEWSLETTER

We may be only a few weeks into the new academic year, but we have already implemented
several changes to improve learning for the children at Kerr Mackie.
Many of you will have heard about these at our recently held ‘Welcome Meetings’ and we have had
lots of positive feedback, particularly about our new approach to spellings. All children now have
‘non-negotiable’ spellings (words that they should be spelling correctly) and will also create their
own spelling lists by looking through their writing, finding the words the teacher has marked spelt as
incorrectly and creating their list from these. This means spelling is now personalised to meet the
needs of each child.
Another change we are introducing is a system for booking appointments for parents’ evenings.
This system will allow parents to book their own appointment electronically. Look out for the letter
about this.
We are always striving to provide the best experience for all children at Kerr Mackie and it means a
lot of the staff, who work incredibly hard, really appreciate it when you tell us we’re doing a good job
and like the changes so thank you to everyone who has given us such positive feedback.
A great start to the year.
CURRICULUM
YEAR 6 VISIT
rd
“On the 23 of September, an evacuee from WWII, Mr Cane, came into the Year 6 classes and
chatted about his life as an only child in the world War. He explained about what he had been
through and what he was feeling and we even got to ask him questions. He came in and talked to
us so we knew what life was really like, trying to cope though such terrible misery. We really
enjoyed having him in and are looking forward to him coming to our tea dance.” Written by Jaden
Lee in Holly class.
YEAR 1
We recently visited the Toy Museum in Ilkley. The children had an excellent day and learnt a great
deal about toys from the past. This will build on their historical knowledge about toys and will
support their learning.
MATHLETICS
“The Mathletics website is a fun, brain working website which tests us on our math’s calculations.
Giving us activities and people across the world to complete against, we can easily improve our
maths skills by simply logging on daily. Please encourage your children to log on and use
Mathletics.” By Jaden Lee in Holly class.
INFORMATION
DATA COLLECTION SHEETS
We are still awaiting a number of data collection sheets for pupils. If you have not already returned
your child’s can you please do so as a matter of urgency.
PARENTS’ EVENINGS
th
An important letter will be coming home with the children on Monday 7 October regarding this
year’s parents evening to be held at the end of the month. If you do not receive this letter a copy
can be found on the school website or please ask at the school office.
PARENT GOVERNOR
We would like to welcome Mr Furness to the school’s board of Governors. Mr Furness has been
elected as our new parent governor and will take up his role with immediate effect.
SCHOOL CROSSING
We currently have a vacancy for a School Crossing Patrol to assist the children crossing the road
safely in the morning and afternoon. For further information please contact Marie on 3781828.
DISABLED PARKING
Please may we remind parents/carers that access to school via the driveway is strictly for staff and
those registered disabled only. The disabled parking bays in the staff car park are strictly for use by
those parent/carers who have registered with the office for a fob and have a disabled child or are
disabled themselves.

HARVEST FESTIVAL
On Friday afternoon the school held a harvest festival assembly where we sang songs and told
poems that we had learnt about harvest time. A lady came from St George’s Crypt and talked
about life and the homeless people that they helped to feed and offer shelter. We collected a large
amount of food and St Georges Crypt took this back to use to provide meals for the people that
they help. Thank you very much for all your kind donations.
STORYTIME – NURSERY & RECEPTION
Nursery and Reception have started their storytelling sessions. The children have loved performing
their story to their mums and dads. Parents were so impressed in how this method of using actions
to tell the story engaged all the children. Many parents have said their children have even been
telling the story at home to family and friends. Due to this success we will be continuing these
storytelling sessions throughout the term.
MR STOUT
th
Mr Stout, our Assistant Headteacher, is going to be running the Yorkshire Marathon on Sunday 20
October in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. If any parents/carers would like to sponsor Mr Stout
please let him or the office staff know. Thank you and good luck Mr Stout!
PASTORAL TEAM INFORMATION
FAMILY OUTING
th
Enjoy Pinocchio at the Carriageworks Theatre on Friday 15 November at 7.00pm. Please
fill in the form as soon as possible that was sent home this week as there are only 55
places available. Tickets will be allocated on a first come first served basis. If you need any
further information please speak to Mrs Lal.
PARENT & CHILD COURSES
Supporting your child English for children in year 2. This course will give parents/carers
and their children the opportunity to improve their English activities including puppet
th
making, story writing, making and playing games and role play. This will be held on the 7
November at 2.30pm in the parent’s community room. We will be having a tea/coffee
afternoon and a chat with the tutor to gain more information about the course.
th
(Course to start on 14 November 2013 every Thursday from 1.00pm-3.15pm).
FAMILY FINANCES
This is a short course for parents/carers to gain more information about the new changes in
the benefit system and also your attitude to money and the possible changes to make in
th
your personal financial habits. The course will begin on Monday 11 November from
9.00am-11.45am. If you are interested in any of the above please come and speak to Mrs
Lal
Remember the Pastoral Team have an open door policy. If parents/carers have any
concerns, queries or general comments come and see us from 9.00am -10.00am. If you
need more than 10mins then you can alternatively make an appointment.
ATTENDANCE
th
th
The attendance for the period 16 September to 27 September for the classes is as follows:
Elm
94.7%
Rowan
98.8%
Willow
97.7%
Cedar
98.2%
Oak
96.7%
Lime
97.2%
Sycamore
96.2%
Larch
97.1%
Maple
96.3%
Lilac
97.1%
Spruce
98.4%
Holly
98.4%
Alder
95.5%
Cherry
92.1%
Our target for attendance is 96%. Please help us to achieve this throughout the year.

